+

i
May Newsletter BrightSp

CHILDCARE

arks

Thel oris Malaguzzi spirit

Mg Reggio Emi”ia exPerience brought me lots of insPirations.
The magnhcicence of ]ta]g’s lhccstgle and the uniqucness of
chgio [ milia gave more awareness how culture signipics the
whole educational make up of a country. Reggio Emilia is a

Provincc but with a very strong convictions on how t}ﬂcg mould and

raise their children, their future leaders. T he most appcaling for
me aPart from the authentic leather bags and boots on that stuclg tour was the respect the
commum’ty regarcl their children’s thinking and inte”igence‘ Teaclﬂers, parents and the
community work hand in hand to make evcrgthing Possiblc. Theg were not afraid to clﬂa”cngc
what tlﬁeg do and understand that there is more than one way to do things when children are
concerned. Tlﬁeg were excited to face the clag to clay crisis and turn it into a meaning{:ul
moment in life. Dia]ogues were infinite and alwags the most effective tool in coming togcther.
Tl’le Pro’cagonists (chilclrcn, parents and tcachers) find time to connect and find new

meanings without congorming to what is called normal or the riglﬁt way.

The Keggio I milia aPProac}w is alwags open to negotiation because it is all about the image
of the child, a competent, active, critical chilcl, a child who is cl—ra”enging because he Produces
changc, movement, in the system he is involved in. Sometimes we wonder whg a child acts and
resPonds digcrentlg from others and we would say, “he shouldn’t because he is alread3 four.
We are trapped to the Preclcxcinition of a how children should act when theg reached a certain
age. Forme,itis unfair to the chi!c{, they have rights. Kight to be uPset, rig}wt for slccP, right
to be a human bcing but also the right to be guicled when thcg sliP away from aPProPriate
behaviour. Adults need to investigate togct}'xer and listen to each others Poin’cs of view
before suggesting each other what to do. Have a c{ia!oguc and come up with shared
meanings. What l trulg loved in the tour was the confirmation that we don’t need exPerts to
tell us that we are cloing the right tl—xing, let the child tell us througl—r their movements in the
environment Proviécd to them. Who are we tojudge them. e, | et us listen to them
through all our senses, it is only then we'll understand what theg rea”g want to share with us.

Thisisa cha”cnge for all of us but if we work together, evcrgtl—xing is Possible.
59 Chai Martin




The child is made of one hundred.

The child has a hundred languages,

a hundred hands,

a hundred thoughts,

a hundred ways of thinking, of playing, of
speaking.

A hundred, always a hundred,

ways of listening,

of marvelling,

of loving,

a hundred joys for singing and
understanding,

a hundred worlds to discover,

a hundred worlds to invent,

a hundred worlds to dream.

The child has a hundred languages

(and a hundred hundred hundred more),
but they steal ninety nine.

The school and the culture separate the
head from the body.

They tell the child:

to think without hands,

do without heads,

to listen and not to speak,

to understand without joy,

to love and to marvel...only at Easter and

Christmas.

They tell the child:

to discover the world already there and of

the hundred they steal ninety nine.

They tell the child:

that work and play,

reality and fantasy,

science and imagination,

sky and earth,

reason and dream,

are things that do not belong together.

And thus they tell the child that the hundred
is not there.

The child says no way. The hundred is there.

Loris Malaguzzi, 1994

Introducing... |_oris Malaguzzi and the Reggio APProclw

The Keggio APProacl’l derives its name from its Place of origin, Reggio
[ milia, a city located in [~ milia Romagna in Northern [taly. Shortly after the
Second World War, | oris Malaguzzi, a young teacher and the founder of
this unique sgstem,joined forces with the parents of this region to Provic]e
child care for young children. Origina”y insPired bg the need of women to
return to the work force, over the last 50 years, this education system has
c{evelopecl into a unique program that has caught the attention of ear|3
childhood educators worldwide.

The Keggio APProach is a comPIex system that respects and puts into
Practice many of the fundamental asPects of the work of Deweg, Fiaget, and
Vggotskg and many others. lt is a system that lends itself to: the role of
collaboration among cl‘n’lc{ren, teachers and Paren’c, the co-construction of
knowleclge , the interdependence of individual and social 1earning and the role

of culture in unclers’canding this interdependence. (Baji Rankin 2004).

At the heart of this system is the PowerFuI image of the child. Keggio
educators do not see children as empty vessels that require Fi”ing with facts.
Rather tl‘!eg see children as full of Potential, competent and caPable of
bui|c!fng their own theories. | he Rights of Children as written 53 | oris

Malaguzzi best describes how children are viewed.

Children have the right to be recognized as subjects of individual, legal, civil,
and social rigl’lts; as both source and constructors of their own exPerience,
and thus active Participants in the organization of their identities, abilities, and
autonomy, througl’x relationships and interaction with their peers, with adults,
with ideas, with objects, and with real and imaginary events of
intercommunicating worlds. All this while establisning the fundamental
Premises for creating “better citizens of the world” and imProving the quality
of human interaction, also credits children, and each individual child, with an
extraorclinarg wealth of inborn abilities and Potentia], strength and creativity.
|rreversible sugering and imPoveris]ﬁment of the child is caused when this fact

is not acknowledgec{.

Reference: www.reggiokids.com/about/about_approaclﬂp]ﬂp



FParents Evening!ii Al

Dear Farcnts,

Wc would love to meet, so we can share a g]ass of wine or two togcthcrl So talk to your

babgsitter and let us know hcgou are able to come.

It is going to be a relaxed, however quite informative evening, as Mrs. 5}16”65 Qyinlivan,
Dcputg Frincipal at E_Psom Frimargj will answer your questions with regarcls to the

cxpectations Public Frimary Schools have for new entrants.

Loo‘(ing forward to catching up with you, on Thursclag, the §rd oxCJune 2010, between 7.00-

8.§Opml1l Than‘( you.

Parent-| eacher |nterviews

Thank you to all the parents who attended our Parent-T cacher |nterviews at the end of April. Thank
you for your feedback and support. If you were unable to attend, contact your child’s | ead T eacher and
arrange a suitable time for both parties.

We will be having another session of Parent- | eacher |nterviews at the end of October. We will continue

to limit the interviews to 15 minutes so that we can make time for all parents. Thank you.

]mportant Reminders:

o \Winteris only a couPle of weeks away and we would like to still be able to enjog c{aily




outside Play. “Tl‘lc more we see, tOUCl’!, Fecl, smc“, and taste, the more we discover and
learn...” (Ursula K oelbe). Children love the rain, theg love Puc{c”es and mud..M{UD! ...
Therc is so much they can exP]ore; there are so many leaming oPPortunities..‘ Raincoats
and gumboots will enable them to enjog these seasonal oPPortunitics betterlll

All children should have their own bag~ a medium sized one Prcﬂcerablg. Flease make sure

you Place evergthing careFu”y in the bag and have everything c]earlq labeled. We cannot

take responsibility for things that get lost and are not named. We do endeavour to place
the children’s clothing back into their bags each day, however we do encourage children to
be responsible for their own belongings. [f you are missing an item please ask one of the
teachers.

Medication: please be aware that no medicine containers/ foils should be left in your
child’s bag. T'hey must always be given to the teachers or placed in the Medicine cabinet.

Please be reminded that invoicing is a]ways a week in advance as per Policg.

Hcalthy Eating Options:

o Whereas nuts are highly nutritious, they are not an acceptable option while at Pright
Oparks, due to the fact that several of our children have life threatening allergies to all
nuts.

o Dright Sparks Childcare [Henderson regards boxed/ packaged meals as unhealthy
cating options and we strongly discourage them as viable dietary alternatives for their

brea!mcast, lunchboxes or dinner.




Astron and Stc”ar aPPcaI:

e \We would like to move away from a “fixed” morning tea towards a concept of
“grazing “over a Periocl of an hour and a half ( ie. Providing the children with the
oPPortunity to choose when ’cheg want to have moming or afternoon tea).
Chi]dren will be invited to select their choice of fruit and vegeta})les, cut them up,
thus encouraging greater indepcndence. Bg cl‘ranging to a more relaxed, self-
service stgle of dining, we believe this will support children’s uninterruPtecl
engagement in lcarning expcricnccs. To support this, Pleasc Providc a named
ceramic mug from home for your children so theg can have access to their own mug

Cluring the dag. T hank you.

Avrticle of the month: The right to have a midday nap or rest

Sugicicnt slccp and resting imProvc Per‘Formancc, l’mcaltlﬂ, and !eaming and simplg makes us
feel better. Research has shown that:

i. Our bodies seem to be Programmc(ﬂ to sleeP after lunch. We all tend to get a bit slecpg
sometime mid alcternoon, because of a s!ight clroP in bodg temperature. Statistics show that
more accidents HaPPcn in the mid afternoon, and are often related to sieepiness. |n addition,
overall Pencormance has been shown to be at the lowest Point of the c}ag about an hour or so
afterlunch.

2. Rescarch has shown that even a 10 minute nap can increase Pencormance, alertness and
concentration.

3. Night slccp imProvcs. Cl’lilclrcn have better sleep at night if theg take a short nap cluring
the clay simplg because they are not as exhausted when bedtime comes. Being “over tired” is
a common reason for insomnia, which a short nap may alleviate.

4. NaPPing and resting imProve the abilitg to learn. The National Sleep ]:oundation has
rePortecl research from [Jarvard that shows that sleeP is keg to leaming, and that naPPing in



addition to nighttime s]eep can improvc the abi]itg to retain what you have expericnccd/
engagecl in.

5. lt reduces stress — Since stress is often tied to being tired and overwhe]mecl, a short nap

during the dag canbe a great stress reliever.



