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“Igniting the passion that lets your child shine” 

 

Nau mai ki te ruma 

Astron 
Welcome to the Astron Room! 

We are thrilled to have you joining the Astron whanau (family), and look 

forward to building relationships, and supporting your child’s learning 

and development.  

In this room we strive to build reciprocal relationships where we can 

work in collaboration alongside you to support the holistic development 

of our tamariki (children). Please feel free to stop by any time you like, or 

have a chat with us if there is anything we can help you with. 

To help your family settle in to our room, we have included some 

information within this pack for you to read over at your leisure. 

We hope that you have a wonderful experience, and we look forward to 

getting to know you and your whanau! 

 

Ko wai e te Astrons 

Who are the Astrons? 

Astron means “Seen and heard”. Within the Astron room we cater for 

our 3-5-year-old explorers. Our aim is to develop a programme where 

our pre-school children can pursue their own learning goals and to trust 

their own thinking when making choices. Our emphasis is placed upon 

the development of children’s dispositions, skills and attitudes to be able 

to ask their own questions and search for their own meanings. Our 
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learning spaces are intended to provoke and to fulfil the interests of both 

individual children, and groups of children. 

We undertake project work based on childrens interests to support them 

to uncover the answers about what it is they want to know. When 

children work on a project of interest to them, they will naturally 

encounter problems and questions they will choose to investigate. 

Engaging in projects enables children to go in depth with their learning. 

Children are born explorers who have the desire to learn and to find out 

about how things work in the world they live in. 

We have an in-built ‘Atelier’. The atelier expresses an image of the child 

as capable of finding their own answers if given the tools or ‘languages’ 

through which they can freely express themselves. Gandini (2004) 

described the atelier as “an added space for searching, or better for 

digging with one’s own hands and with one’s own mind, and for refining 

one’s own eyes, through the practice of visual arts”. 
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Ko te rōpū whakaako Astron 

The Astron Teaching Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Te huinga o Kelly Brown 

Introducing… Kelly Brown 

Preschool Head Teacher 

Bachelor in Teaching in EC Education 
National Certificate in Education and Care 

Hi, I’m Kelly. I have over 11 years’ experience working with children, as 

well as being a mother. I have a passion for inspiring and supporting 

childrens natural curiosity of exploring their world and how they 

represent their theories and understandings. I strongly advocate  the 
implementation of Te Whariki, and the Reggio Approach. 

Te huinga o Shawnee Marcroft 

Introducing… Shawnee Marcroft 

Astron Teacher 

Bachelor of Education (Primary) 

Kia ora, I’m Shawnee, I am a passionate beginning teacher with five 

years experience working with children through nannying, teaching, 

and being a Girl Guide leader. I love seeing children develop in all ways 

and become the best they can be. I am excited about developing a 

strong Reggio understanding alongside the tamariki. 
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Whakawhiti ki te ruma Astron 

Transitioning into the Astron room 

We strive for you and your whanau to have a positive and successful 

transition into our room. Your teachers will have regular conversations 

with you on how your child is settling, but please don’t hesitate to 

approach us at any time should you have any questions.  

If you are new to our centre 

For new children joining our Astron learning community, we encourage 

a minimum of four visits. During your visit, we will encourage you to stay 

with your child. This is also a great opportunity for you to tell us as much 

information about your child as possible. After the first visit, if all goes 

well, we will encourage you to leave your child for about an hour to see 

how they cope on their own within their new environment. The 

remaining visits will be scheduled as per individual need.   

If your child is transitioning from the Clareo room 

If your child is moving up from the Clareo room we will give you a 

separate letter explaining the transition process. You may notice a few 

differences between the dynamics of the Astron room compared to the 

Clareo room. The Astrons are more independent and the ratio of teacher 

to child is higher.  We aim for a 1:8 ratio, however, as per Ministry 

requirements, we can go up to 1:10.  

 

 

 

Waitohu i roto i a 

ripiripia ana- Sign in and 

out sheets 

Please sign your child into 

the centre and out of the 

centre daily. These sheets are 

located on the desk within 

our foyer. Astron times - an 

overview of our day is also 

displayed here. 
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He haerenga mariko o te ruma Astron 

A Virtual Tour of the Astron Room 

 

 

 

 

Te rohe toi- The Atelier 

A space for the children to 

explore and create. 

Takiuru tamariki- Childrens 
Sign in 

 
To support language and literacy, 

the children are encouraged to 

identify their name and sign in 

upon arrival in the morning. 

Rohe rokiroki putea- Bag 

Storage area 

Located by the bathroom for easy 

access. We encourage you to label 

your children’s belongings. We 

also ask that you bring spare 

clothes as our children often 

engage in messy activities. 
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Whare paku- Toilets 

The bathrooms are located half way 

down our classroom on the right 

hand side. We encourage self-care 

skills and the children to take care 

of themselves. We are happy to 

work alongside tamariki, and 

whanau to promote independence. 

We do not load toileting times onto 

kid report unless requested.  

 

Wai inu- Drinking water 

The children have access to water, 

located on the left hand side, 

towards the end of the classroom. 

Kōpaki o tamaiti- Portfolios 

Located by the entrance, your child 

will have their individual portfolio. 

Each month, your child will have a 

new learning story showcases his/her 

learning journey and development. 

You will also receive your child stories 

online via KidReports system. You 

will be emailed a welcome email with 

instructions to set up your own login. 
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Ko te Rere o te ra 

The Flow of the Day  

 

Within the Astron room, we have a flow of day that is consistent every 

day. However, the times, are a guidance as we are flexible to meet the 

needs of our tamariki.  

 

7-7.45     Breakfast Club in the Clareo Room. 

We then move into exploration time, where the child can freely explore 

the learning areas within our classroom supported by the teachers. 

Papa tākaro - Playground 

There’s an indoor outdoor flow for 

majority of day, allowing children 

to explore and choose where 

they’d like to be. 

Tuhinga- Wall documentation 

Lastly, we update our wall 

documentation each month, 

demonstrating progress and 

children’s learning processes 

achieved through our projects and 

investigations. Be sure to look! 
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9.30       About 9.30 we gather together and have our morning meeting, 

morning tea followed by investigation time, where we work on our 

projects.  

12.00      We gather for lunch time. The children who still sleep join the 

Clareos, for a sleep, whilst the non-sleepers have some quiet time, 

moving on into Stellar time and a second investigation time.  

As children wake, they have the opportunity to freely explore our 

learning environment 

2.30       Afternoon tea time, then we farewell some of our friends. 

Moving onto exploration time, we often play games. Later we tidy up and 

have late snack around 5.  

 6.00       Centre Closes 

 

Tauwhiro ki te hōtaka kura 

Transition to School Programme  

Changes 

Transitioning to school is a time for big changes, research shows that a 

child’s transition into primary school can affect how the children will 

respond and adapt to future transitions (Jude Barrack). It is important 

to us to provide children with an effective curriculum for children to 

reach their full potential academically, physically, emotionally, socially 

and spiritually, and that children are indeed ready to transition to 

school. 

Skill set 

School readiness encompasses  the child’s basic skill level, the ability to 

listen and respond appropriately, to contribute and communicate their 

ideas, opinions and knowledge, their social competence, relating to and 

working with others, empathy, taking care of themselves and their 

belongings, use equipment appropriately, have well developed fine and 

gross manipulative skills and early foundations for mathematics, and 

literacy; children who are as Te Whāriki reminds us, healthy in mind, 

body and spirit. 

Learning through play 
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Through play, children develop their fine and gross motor skills, social 

interactions and many more skills that are prerequisites for school. In 

particular readiness in reading and writing as these are considered “basic 

skills”. 

Emergent curriculum  

We endeavour to support children’s transition to school and school 

readiness by capitalising on emergent learning opportunities through 

project work, morning meetings and investigation times, which support 

children’s natural curiosity, and desire to make sense of their world, self-

identity, respect and acceptance of others.  

Language and Literacy  

Language and literacy are promoted through encouraging participation, 

conversation, dramatic play and storytelling. 

Social competency 

Social competency, is of high importance, as we are surrounded by a 

socio cultural society, where we support problem solving skills, positive 

learning dispositions and a passion for learning, assisting the 

development of self-management skills, becoming independent and able 

to take responsibility for their own learning, their environment and their 

belongings. 

Lunch Box Days 

We have lunch box days once a week, and these days rotate termly. They 

are a great way to promote self-help skills, healthy eating, and problem 

solving skills- having to open packages and containers and to take 

responsibility for their belongings. Children also learn not to eat all of 

their food at morning tea, to save some for lunch. Please check the notice 

board or speak to a teacher to find out what day it is. We also have a no 

nut policy as this is a high allergenic. (Including muesli bars containing 

nuts, and chocolate spread). 

Learning Dispositions 

Children’s positive learning dispositions are encouraged and supported 

through our interactions and allowing children the space to explore, 

solve their own problems, to persist with difficulty, and to gain a love for 

learning.  

Mathematical Concepts 
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We support children to develop their mathematical concepts through 

real life interactions and experiences and games. Such as sharing, 

patterning, adding, subtracting, and through baking.  

Play ball 

We also provide play ball on a weekly basis, where we have experienced 

coaches that come in and work with the children to promote a love for 

sports, and developmentally appropriate skills based programme. 

Library Visits 

Library visits, where children get accustomed to 

reading materials, extend their capacity to listen, 

and sit on a mat, gaining the behavioural 

expectations within the environment.  

 

Walking trips to the 

local playground 

Trips to the local park, 

where children develop 

connections with their local 

community, have an 

opportunity to further 

develop their vestibular 

system, challenge 

themselves, and risk take.  

 

Stellar time 

After lunch, whilst the younger Astrons are sleeping, we implement our 

transition to school programme - Stellar time. This is focused more so 

for our 4-5 year olds. Throughout Stellar time, we provide learning 

experiences through games and activities focused on early academics 

and extending developmental levels and capabilities, continuing on with 

the knowledge and skills they have gained previously through play.  
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Our tamariki, have an individual “Stellar 

book”, and we document our 

learning in a ‘transition to school’ 

folder. These can be found on the 

portfolio shelf if you wish to see your 

child’s progress. 

 

The transition 

Most children transition to school on their 5th birthday, however, legally 

in New Zealand, children do not need to attend primary school until they 

are 6 years old. You are more than welcome to have a chat with the 

teachers if you feel your child will benefit from some extra time at Bright 

Sparks to develop their school readiness. 

We will provide you with an overview of your child’s learning and 

development, which has been formulated 

alongside Te Whariki our New Zealand Early 

Childhood curriculum. This alongside your child’s 

portfolio will provide your childs’ new teacher a 

good holistic insight to your child’s interests, 

learning and development. 

We will also invite your whanau to attend your 

childs’ graduation ceremony. Where we present 

your child with a certificate and their portfolio to 

take with them, as we farewell them as they 

continue on their learning journey.  

 

 

“The goal of early childhood education should be to activate 

the child’s own natural desire to learn” 

- Maria Montessori 

 

 


