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Haere mai ki te Clareo ruma. 
Welcome to the Clareo Room 

 
Ehara taku toa I te toa takitahi engari he toa takimanu. 

“My strength is not that of the individual but that of the collective”. (Mãori proverb.) 

 
 
Meet the Clareo Teaching Team 
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Bachelor of Early Childcare                               Education                                            (Primary)                              
             Education.                  (Early Childcare)             Bachelor of Education                                      
Full Teaching Registration                    Full Teaching Registration                         (Early Childcare) 
                                 Full Teaching Registration 
 
               
 

The kaiako in the Clareo room believe all children are unique individuals with different cultures, 
backgrounds, languages and as such need to be acknowledged and celebrated.  

 
Each child is gifted; they just open their packages at different times.  

 
As kaiako; we are co-constructors and researchers; learning alongside the children, supplying 

them with the tools they need; providing the support, care and affirmation to become the 
competent, confident individuals beginning on their learning journey through life.   

The Clareo community provides a safe, respectful environment; empowering children to test their 
ideas, theories and learn new skills; enabling positive, strong relationships, a sense of belonging, 

and well being to develop and grow. 
 
 



 
What is happening during the day 
 
7.00-7.45: Breakfast club in the Clareo room 
7.45-9.00: Clareo and Astron children remain in the Clareo room and settle into morning 

activities indoors and out 
9.30-9:40:  Morning meeting to welcome all our children and to discuss the course of the 

day’s activities and investigations  
9:40-10:00: Morning tea – our children to join for a karakia and a nutritious morning tea 
10.00-10:30: Following on from careful observations, provocations are set indoors and out to 

investigate the children’s interests. Our current projects are displayed on the 
documentation walls and are updated monthly.  

10:30-11:30: Children continue to explore their environment as they engage in activities that 
have been set up throughout the room and the playground.  

11:30-11:40: Our children are encouraged to participate at mat time to join in a story/ music 
and movement time 

11.40-12:00: Lunch time. Our children join in for a karakia and a nutritious lunch.  
12:00-2:00: Our sleepers settle in for their nap in the Clareo room and our non sleepers join in 

with the Astron children for quiet time.  
2:00-2:30: children can join in with the Astron group and explore both Clareo and Astron 

classroom and explore the resources on offer in both rooms. The playground is 
also open so children can venture into the playground to explore.    

2.30-2.45:  Afternoon tea. Children join in for a karakia and a nutritious afternoon tea.  
2:45-3:30:  Following on from our morning investigations, we continue to investigate our 

current projects 
3.30-4.30:  Children choose from a range of learning activities 
4.30-4.45:  Late Snack 
4.45-6.00:  Quiet activities, encouraging children to tidy up 
 
 
Bottles:   We provide cow’s milk in sippy cups. If your child prefers their bottle please provide us 
with one. If your child has special dietary requirements or allergies, please advise our teachers. 
You are welcome to supply a carton of their preferred drink. This will be named and stored in the 
fridge and only your child will drink this. 
 
 
Nappies: In the Clareo room please supply your child with nappies from home. The nappies are 
stored in a cupboard with your child’s name under the supply. We will only use the nappies you 
supply for your child. Our Clareo teachers will inform you when supplies are getting low. Nappies 
are checked and changed after morning tea, lunch and/or sleep time, afternoon tea and when 
required. 
 
 
Items being named: We please ask that parents name all children’s belongings. This helps the 
teachers and any relieving teachers your child interacts with, to ensure your child’s property is 
returned to the correct bag and room. 
 
Meals: Bright Sparks provides breakfast (if your child is here from 7.00am till 7.45am), Morning 
 tea, Lunch, Afternoon tea and a late snack (if your child is here after 4:30pm).  
All our meals meet the healthy heart foundation guidelines. 

    If your child has any special dietary requirements or allergies, please advise our teachers. 
 
 
Sleepers: We set up the Clareo room at lunch time for our sleepers. The sleepers are changed  
and toileted before bed and settle down for sleep from 12pm. Each child has their own stretcher 
bed and labelled sheets which are washed every Wednesday or if the sheets are wet. A teacher stays 



in the sleep room while all children are asleep. The lights are turned off and soft music is played 
for background music. If your child has a special blanket, dummy or cuddly toy you are welcome to 
bring that in to make the transition and sleep time easier for your child. 
 
Ratio: 1 teacher to 6 children 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What to pack in your child’s bag: As we incorporate water and messy play during each day,  
                                                                     we encourage you to bring 3 sets of shorts/pants and tops, a 
raincoat and gumboots for rainy days, warm jumpers in terms 2 & 3, a sunhat for terms 1 & 4, 
shoes and socks. If your child is toilet training, please also include 5 pairs of underwear in case of 
accidents. All wet clothing will be packed into a separate plastic bag and attached to your child’s 
bag to take home. 
 
Kidreports: All meals, bottles, nappy changes, sleep record will get uploaded to our kidreports 
online system and you will receive this via email at 6.00pm. 
Learning stories: Your child will receive a minimum of one learning story each month. These 
are developed from careful observations and capture your child’s progressive learning journey. You 
will receive an email notification each time a new story has been uploaded. 
 
Daily Diary: The high-light of the day will be captured by our teachers and this will also be 
uploaded to kid Reports and a copy will be placed by the sign in sheet. 
 
IDEPs: The teachers also complete monthly Individual Education and Development Plans (IDEP) 
to help support and extend your child’s learning, interests and acknowledge parents aspirations for 
their child to ensure all curriculum areas are met. 
 
 
Settling process: It is very important that you always say goodbye to your child before leaving 
and letting your child know that you will be back. 
 
We value and encourage open communication between all parties.  If you have any concerns or 
suggestions, please don’t hesitate to approach us. 
 
 
 
 

All children are competent and confident learners and communicators, 
healthy in mind, body and spirit, secure in their sense of belonging and 

in the knowledge that they make a valued contribution to society. 
(Ministry of Education 2017) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Image of the Child 

Children are viewed as competent, curious, full of knowledge, potential, and interested in 
connecting to the world around them. Teachers are deeply aware of children’s potentials and 
construct all of their work and environment of the children’s experience to respond appropriately. 

Collaboration and Interaction 

Collaboration and cooperation are intentional in a school inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach 
to education. The entire system is designed to be connected and in relationship. Nothing is left to 
sit in isolation. Everything is alive and connected. Children, teachers and families join together to 
continually improve the system that supports our school community. 

The Environment 

The space within the school or the environment is considered the third teacher. Teachers 
intentionally organize, support and plan for various spaces for children. The daily schedules are 
planned to ensure that there is a balance between individual, small and large group activities, child 
directed and teacher initiated activity and inside as well as outside experiences. 

The Three Subjects of Education: Children, Families and Teachers 

For children to learn; their well-being has to be guaranteed; such well-being is connected with the 
well being of parents and teachers. Children, parents and teachers have rights; the right to safety, 
care and welfare, the right to be involved and the right to grow professionally. 

The Power of Documentation 

Documentation is a means to collect information, observations and learning. It can be in the form 
of observations, photography, video, conversation transcripts and/or visual mediums like paint, 
wire, clay or drawing materials. Teachers use documentation to identify strengths, ideas, and next 
steps to support learning. 

Emergent Curriculum 

Emergent Curriculum is a way of teaching and learning that requires teachers to observe and listen 
to the children. Teachers ask questions and listen for the children’s ideas, hypotheses and theories. 
After observing children in action, the teachers compare, discuss, and interpret their observations. 
Teachers plan activities, studies and long term projects in the classroom based on their 
observations. Teachers’ partner with children and the exchange of theories are referred to as the 
Cycle of Inquiry. Teachers use their interpretations, intentions and goals (social, emotional and 
academic) to make choices that they share with children. Learning is seen not as a linear process 
but as a spiralling progression. 

The Hundred Languages of Children 

In the view of Reggio educators, the children’s use of media is not a separate part of the curriculum 
but an integral part of the whole cognitive symbolic expression process of learning. 

The Role of the Teacher 



The image of the child shapes the role of the teacher and involves four major components. 
Teachers are: 

 Co-constructors: partners, guides, nurtures, solves problems, learns, hypothesizes 

 Researchers: learns, observes, revisits 

 Documenters: listens, records, displays, revisits 

 Advocates for children: involved in the community, politics relating to children, speaks 
for children and presents work to other educators and community members. 


