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Welcome to the Tiaho Room 
 

Ehara taku toa I te toa takitahi engari he toa takitini. 
(I come not with my own strengths but bring with me the gifts, talents and strengths of my family, 

tribe and ancestors). Ministry of Education 2017 

 
Meet the Tiaho Teaching Team 
 
                     Nadia           Morgan             Jessica 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nadia Davies 
Assistant Manager 
Bachelor in Early Childcare Education 
Full Teaching Registration  

                                                                                                                                 
 
Morgan Holloway 
Permanent Tiaho Teacher 
Bachelor in Early Childcare Education 
Full Teaching Registration  
 
 
Jessica Sprague 
Permanent Teacher 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Our Philosophy 
 
The kaiako in the Tiaho room believe all children are unique individuals. Our role as educators is 
to support and provide each child with the tools for their learning journey throughout the early 
years. It is during the first couple of years that the foundations are laid for children to become 
capable and confident learners. The Kaiako in the Tiaho room strive to work alongside children as 
co-researchers, to empower them as young individuals with valid and valued ideas, provide a safe 
and respectful environment where they can test their own working theories with and alongside 
their peers and to promote their sense of well-being and belonging 
 
 
 
What is happening during the day 
 
7.00-7.45: In the mornings we all gather in Clareo room for breakfast and to meet with all  
 Our friends 
7.45-9.00: Our Tiaho children settle into their own room and choose from one of activities  
 set up for them to explore and investigate  
9.00-9.10: Morning meeting to welcome all our children and discuss the day’s happenings 
9.10-9.40: Morning tea – our children join together to share a karakia before their kai 
10.00-11.00: The Tiaho children and Kaiakos delve into the current room projects. This time is 

dedicated for exploration and investigation 
11.00-11.10: All children are invited to participate in story time, music and movement 
11.10-11.45: Lunch time. Our children join in for a karakia and a meal.  
11.45-2.00: Children settle in for their nap and quiet learning activities for children that don’t 

sleep during this time  
2.00-2.45:  Afternoon tea 
3.00-3.45:  Our indoor and outdoor environment is set with provocations to engage the 

children learning and thinking 
3.45-4.30:  Children choose from a range of learning opportunities 
4.30-4.45:  Late Snack 
4.45-6.00:  Encourage the Tiaho children to tidy up their environment/ children are invited 

to join a story time 
 
Bottles: As peer individual need 
Sleep: As per individual need 
Nappies:  Nappies are checked and changed every two hours 
 
 
Bottles: Here in the Tiaho room we provide formula (S26) for children under the age of 1. If you 
would like your child to have formula and he/she is over the age of one you are welcome to bring in 
formula daily or bring in a tin and the teachers in the tiaho room will label and store the formula 
for you.  
We provide cows milk for all ages. 
 
 
Nappies: We provide nappies for children up to the age of 2. Once your child is 2 you are 
expected to provide nappies from home. Our nappy sizes range from the size small, Medium and 
Large. 
 
 
Items being named: We encourage parents to name childrens belongings. 
 
 



Meals: Bright Sparks provides breakfast (if your child is here from 7.00am till 7.45) Morning tea, 
Lunch, Afternoon tea and late snack. All our meals meet the healthy heart foundation. 

 If your child has any special dietary, please advise our teachers. 
 
 
Sleep Room: Our sleep room is divided in half with cots on one side and stretcher beds on 
another. 
 
Each child has their own cot and labelled sleeping bag. In the sleeping bag there is one blanket, 
one fitted sheet and one loose sheet.  

 If your child has their own cuddly blanket or toy you are welcome to bring that in to make 
the transition easier for your child. 

 We ask all our parents to share with us your childs sleep routine. We will strive to stick to 
the same routine. 

 
 
We provide stretcher beds for children over the age of one. The beds get made up daily and each 
child has their own sleeping bag which contains a fitted sheet, blanket. 
 
A teacher stays in the sleep room until all children are asleep. 
 
We understand that sleeping in a new environment can be unsettling for children and their 
whanau’s so here in the Tiaho room the teachers work on building a relationship and trust with 
your child to allow this transition to run smoother. 
 
All cots and beds get wiped weekly and all sheets get washed every Tuesday. 
 
 
 
Ratio: 1 teacher to 4 children 
 
 
What to pack in your child’s bag:? 
We like to explore the nature and activate our senses; therefore messy play is a valid learning 
experience for us. We encourage you to bring 4 sets of shorts/pants and also 4 sets of tops, 
waterproof suit for rainy days, gumboots, shoes and socks, comfort toys, bottles. 
 
Kid Reports: All meals, bottles, nappy changes, sleep record will get uploaded to our 
kidreports online system and you will receive this via email at 6.00pm. 
 
Learning stories: Your child will receive a minimum of one learning story each month. These 
are developed from careful observations and capture your child’s progressive learning journey. You 
will receive an email notification each time a new story has been uploaded. 
 
Daily Diary: The high-light of the day will be captured by our teachers and this will also be 
uploaded to kid Reports and a copy will be placed by the sign in sheet. 
 
 
Settling process: It is very important that you always say goodbye to your child before leaving 
and letting your child know that you will be back. 
 
We value and encourage open communication between all parties.  If you have any concerns or 
suggestions, please don’t hesitate to approach us. 
 
 



All children are competent and confident learners and communicators, 
healthy in mind, body and spirit, secure in their sense of belonging and 

in the knowledge that they make a valued contribution to 
society.(Ministry of Education 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Image of the Child 

Children are viewed as competent, curious, full of knowledge, potential, and interested in 
connecting to the world around them. Teachers are deeply aware of children’s potentials and 
construct all of their work and environment of the children’s experience to respond appropriately. 

Collaboration and Interaction 

Collaboration and cooperation are intentional in a school inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach 
to education. The entire system is designed to be connected and in relationship. Nothing is left to 
sit in isolation. Everything is alive and connected. Children, teachers and families join together to 
continually improve the system that supports our school community. 

The Environment 

The space within the school or the environment is considered the third teacher. Teachers 
intentionally organize, support and plan for various spaces for children. The daily schedules are 
planned to ensure that there is a balance between individual, small and large group activities, child 
directed and teacher initiated activity and inside as well as outside experiences. 

The Three Subjects of Education: Children, Families and Teachers 

For children to learn, their well-being has to be guaranteed; such well-being is connected with the 
well being of parents and teachers. Children, parents and teachers have rights; the right to safety, 
care and welfare, the right to be involved and the right to grow professionally. 

The Power of Documentation 

Documentation is a means to collect information, observations and learning. It can be in the form 
of observations, photography, video, conversation transcripts and/or visual mediums like paint, 
wire, clay or drawing materials. Teachers use documentation to identify strengths, ideas, and next 
steps to support learning. 

Emergent Curriculum 

Emergent Curriculum is a way of teaching and learning that requires teachers to observe and listen 
to the children. Teachers ask questions and listen for the children’s ideas, hypotheses and theories. 
After observing children in action, the teachers compare, discuss, and interpret their observations. 
Teachers plan activities, studies and long term projects in the classroom based on their 
observations. Teachers partner with children and the exchange of theories are referred to as the 
Cycle of Inquiry. Teachers use their interpretations, intentions and goals (social, emotional and 
academic) to make choices that they share with children. Learning is seen not as a linear process 
but as a spiralling progression. 

The Hundred Languages of Children 

In the view of Reggio educators, the children’s use of media is not a separate part of the curriculum 
but an integral part of the whole cognitive symbolic expression process of learning. 

The Role of the Teacher 

The image of the child shapes the role of the teacher and involves four major components. 
Teachers are: 

 Co-constructors: partners, guides, nurtures, solves problems, learns, hypothesizes 

 Researchers: learns, observes, revisits 

 Documenters: listens, records, displays, revisits 

 Advocates for children: involved in the community, politics relating to children, speaks 
for children and presents work to other educators and community members. 


